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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

January 23d and 24th, iUh 



The third special meeting of the Ver- 
mont Historical Society was hold en at the 
Court House, Burlington, on Wednesday, 
January 23d, 1861, agreeably to the con- 
stitution of the Society and previous notice. 
The meeting was called to order at 2 1-2 
o'clock, P. M., by Hon. GfiOROJs P. Maush, 
Vice President, and after the announce- 
ment of the order of business, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were, on motion, elected res- 
ident members of the Society : 

DAVID BEAD, Colchester. 

UDNEY HAY PENNIMAN, " 
LUTHER M. HAGAR, Burlington. 
WILLIAM W. WALKER, " 
' DOUGLAS A. DANFORTH, " 
IRA SHATTUCK, 
JOSEPH H. LEONARD, St Albans. 
JOHN L. CHANDLER, 
John B. Wkeeleb, Esq., presented in 
the name of J. Homer Bobtwick, Esq., 
late of Burlington, and now of Ceresco, 
Michigan, an old chest containing ancient 
pamphlets, deeds^ memorandum books, leg- 
islative journals, old session laws, diaries 
and private papers and documents belong- 
ing in his life-time to Levi Allen, a 
brother of Ethan Allen, with sundry orig- 
inal letters from the late Consul Jarvis 
and other prominent men addressed to Mr. 
Allkn, and a large collection of curious 
ani valuable papers, original poems, &o. 
On motion of Sjon E. Howard, Esq., 

Rnolvtd^ That the thanks of this Ilistorical 
Society are cordially returned to Mr. Bostwick, 
the nephew of Levi Allen, for the timelj and ac- 
oeptable donation which Mr. Whe£LB1i has this day 
madu in his behalf. 

On motion by the Rev, John B. Perry 

of Swanton, 



Resolved, That Jous B. Wbeelrr and GFosaK 
F. HououTON be a oonunitteee to examine and iir- 
range the pnpfcra and correspondeuoa cf Levi Al- 
LEN, just presented, and make a detailed report 
thereof at the next special meeting of this Histor • 
ioal Society, to be bolden in Brattleboro oti tii» 
seventeenth day of July, 1861. 

Resohed^ That an attested copy of the foregoing 
resolution be transmitted by the Keoordiug SSeere* 
tary to Mr. J. lluMi:R Bostwick, at an early day, 
in testimony of the gratitude this Society entortains 
for his acceptable contribution to the Library and 
Cabinet of the Vermont Historical Society. 



It appearing that among the documenta 
and papers presented to the Society there 
were rare publications of the Rev. Daniel 
Sanders, D. D., first President of the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, which were not in tho 
library of the University, it was,on motion, 
resolved that such publications by unani" 
mous consent be loaned to the University 
Library. - ^ 

A biographical sketch of the Rev. Sam- 
uel Austin Worcester, prepared for the 
Society by the iiev. Pliny H. White of 
Coventry, Vt., was read, in Mr. Weitb** 
absence, by Gen. D. W. C. Clarke, one 
of the Correspondmg Secretaries of the 
Society. 

A brief memoir of the late Hon. G-EORas 
TiSDALE Hodges of Rutland was read by 
GrEORGB F. Houghton, and the thanks of 
the Society were voted to Messrs. White 
and Houghton and copies of these memoirs 
were requested lor the Archives of the 
{: ociety. 

On the written suggestion of Rev. PtiNt 
H. NVniTe of Coventry, the Rev. John 
Mattocks of St. Paul, Minnesota, was, on 
motion, elected a Corresponding Member 
of the Society. 

On motion of Hon. FRKDsiueK C. Ros- 
BINS of LudioWff 
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oaDmon to a oommaiikatioii upon IW Uvv>t. ^WltUlKtt (^^(MU^N^ U\M\\\\ 

date of the supposed moduli uiTtmiMm of N« V\ 

sawing maible, by the use of Mmd And IU\. TIU M.VN M. IHM)\ \S W, \i\ 

tooUdess saws, that exaoUy such a prootw ItouUi Mo« 

was described by Pliny two thon^sand youn* ih^U^4i§ Mmukk^i » . 

ago, and aUuded to the interesting tUot Umi fONr#K»^«r wrHf r* » 

Pliny also mentions the use of reaping um- JAMMH W. IIMlKllK, lllHllltulitM 

chines, in his time, among the Uatik do- MOVMIlKirr II. IHNlUtldMIIV. ^ 

soiibing them as propelled in /ro;fr o( tim JAM MM 14. hlllNNMAIII, 

horses, as were the first of modem reaping DANIIflh 1^ NOW A Mil, •• 

machines. MINOR II. OATIilN. 

Upon thearrivalof Ex^iov. ilAtt, tlio OAMAMKL II. HA W V Mil. " 

President of the Society, and Mr. pAWNOir, tUr. WlhMAMM MAIynll. ItwWhfi 
they were received with tokens of applauiw; liKf, J, IHitAM Hiti^\r^, HiihWUHih 
and Mr. Bawsoh read his addrem on ih^ #/AMK/(MAUKU U^AIf, (htlhiihnfh^ 
Battle of Bemm^twi to a large nwlU^i^, j,^ (,,,j^,^ n,iiwmw*^^'\ M^//f ^hh Whi i/^ ft 
wlmHsieDed to its graphic ieUiU with f^^^ jf^ hfHU, ftt MMtiphh^f, ann mnhu* 
the deepest a tt en t ion, ^^ rtm^fft t/( n ^iHh hftnt^Hi**^^ lo Itf^hl 

Ho«e.«iThaisdaT.54A JWC^^^ V'*^^^, ^^,^y^^ ^ ^ ^.^^^^ n^,o',,fffi f^ h f ^ /' ^ 

_ */VJ#t f//Vrt* i(MfV<* n>**/i^*- '/r^', r*/ '*// ^^/^z 

v: 
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kiaolved, ^at a committee of three be Appointed 
by the chair to lelect an Orator and Snbstitnte for 
the annual meeting of the Society to be holden at 
Montpelier, October 15th, 1861. 

The Her. John K. Converse, of* Bur- 



T?lie thanks of the Society were voted to 
the several gentlemen making these donations 
to the Library and Cabinet of the Society. 

Gen. B. W. C Clarke, one of the 
Corresponding Secretaries, invited the at«- 



iington, then presented a nearly perfect tention of the Society to several interesting 
set of the AnnualReports of the Vermont communications which had been officially 

addressed to him in regard to the first dis- 
covery of the process of sawing marble by 
water-power with a smooth plate of iron 
and sand. Mr. Elias Hall of Rutland, 
Vt., now in the 80th year of his age, claims 
that to Dr. Eben W. Judd of Middlebury, 



Colonization Society. 

The following recent donations to the 
Library of the Society* were then an- 
nounced by the Recording Secretary : 

"Poems by Gileert Cooke Lane, A. M. 
with a Biographical Sketch," edited by the _ 

Rev. Bminice D. Ames, A. M of Brandon, y^f bebngg th^' honor oThaVbg tot dis^ 
Vermont. Presented by the Editor. ^^^^^^^ this mode of sawing marble. 

-A History OF Salisbury, Vermont, by Messrs. Norman Topper, Thomas H. 
John M. Weeks, with a memoir of the McLeod and Stillman Hendrick of Mid- 
aiithor." Presented by Mr. George A. dlebury. Vt., resist this claim and contend 
Weeks, of the General Theological Semi- ^y^^^ g^^j, ^onor rightfully belonged to Mr. 
nary^New-York. _ _ jg^^^ jg Markham, late of Middlebury, 



"Proprietor's Records op the Town of 



Vt., deceased. 



Georgia, Vermont. An original book of ^he papers on the subject were ordered 
Recordji kept by Ira Allen, Proprietor's ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ preserved for future use and 
Clerk." Presented by M. B. Curtis, Esq., reference, 
of the "Lake House, Burlington, Vermont. 
Dr. Hiram F, Stevens of St. Albans, 
in making a donation to the Society, sub- 
mitted the following remarks : 

The Hon. David Olmstbad of Minnesota, an 



The Hon. George P. Marsh expressed 
his belief that the process of sawing mar- 
ble by a smooth iron plate and sand, was a 
very ancient one and as old or older 
than the times of Pliny. Upon reques't 



Honorary Memher of this Society, would present a he consented to examine after adjournment 
T^X^rSr'^:^ol':'^liI':^J^:nt^^ the authorities on the subject and to favor 



ahle from its purity, and also for its peculiar form. 
It was found in the earth, appearing with others of 
a similar character as the present specimen, in small 
irregular fragments hut uniformly pure. 

JMr. Olmstbad would also present to the Cabinet 
of the Vermont Historical Soeiety an Indian curi- 
osity which was found at Trempeleaux, Wisconsin, 
being dug up from the earth. This region was 
occupied by the &$ioux Indians. An intelligent old 
chief and his squaw both assured Mr. Olmstead 
that the stone was an article used in warfare, to be 
projected from a sling. But Mr. Olmstead, whose 
long acquaintance with Indian habits and research- 
es into their customs, allowed him an opportunity 
to judge of the matter, thought the curiosity 
was an article for the Indian toilet on which the 



the Society with the result of his research. 
The Society then adjourned to meet at 
7 o'clock, P. M., at the Town Hall, to 
listen to an address on the Battle of Ben- 
nington, by Mr. Henry B. Dawson of 
Morrisania, N. Y. 



Town Hall, Burlington, ) 
Wednesday Evening, 7 o'clock. ) 



The Society met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, Hon. George P. Marsh presid- 
ing. IThe train from Rutland having 
pigments were ground and prepared for painting \^qq^ delaved bv reason of a severe SHOW 
the face. The specimen is interesting from the . 5 •' , j. ^ i* i^ j:«« 

character of the ^ne, which is uniikf any stone storm, and a very large audience of ladies 
found in the vicinity in which this was discoyered, and gentlemen being in attendance, the 

and also from the exceeding regularity and symmetry biographical sketch of the Bev. SaMUEL 

of lis finish, which would almost indicate that it a Trr • j i 

had beeu formed In a latho, or by other circular AUSTIN WORCESTKR was again* read by 

power. Gen. D. W. C. Clarke. 

While waiting for Mr. Dawson, who 

^TLe a't^&onco of f ho Libmi mu, Charles Reed, ^as delayed a short time beyond the time 

& :llS!:KuS:Mo\l'%Z7rSrrLy set&r hbaddress, Hon. Georqb P. M^, 
and CabiDtit. who presided, remarked to the Society 
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n allusion to a communication upon the 
date of the supposed modern invention of 
sawing marble, by the use of sand and 
toothless saws, that exactly such a process 
was described by Pliny two thousand years 
ago, and alluded to the interesting fact that 
Pliny also mentions the use of reaping ma- 
chines, in his time, among the Gauls, de- 
sciibing them as propelled in front of the 
horses, as were the first of modem reaping 
machines. 

Upon the arrival of Ex-Gov. Hall, the 
President of the Society, and Mr. Dawson, 
they were received with tokens of applause ; 
and Mr. Dawson read his address on the 
Battle of Bennington to a large audience 
who listened to its graphic details with 
the deepest attention. 

At the close of Mr. Dawson^s address 
the Society adjourned to meet at the Court 
House, on Thursday, 24th inst.,at 9 o'clock, 
A.M. 



OouRT House, Buelington, ) 
Thursday, 24th January, 1861. ) 
The Society met at 9 o'clock, pursuant 
to adjournment, Ex-Gov. Hall, the Presi- 
dent of the Society, in the chair. 

The President announced as the commit- 
tee on Mr. Bobbins' motion, (the mover 
having left town), Messrs. Henry Clark, 
i__ of Poultney, J. Sullivan Adams, of Bur- 
lington and Chas. W. Bich of Swanton. 

The following members were, on motion, 
duly elected : 

Honorary Mernbers : 

Gen. ETHAN ALLEN HITCHCOCK, 
Late U. S. A„ St. Louis, Mo. 

Sir WILLIAM E. LOGAN, F. B. S., 
LL. D., Montreal, C. E. 

Coi responding Metnbers : 

Bev. S. S. cutting, D. D., Bochester, 
N. Y. 
E. W, JEWETT, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Hon, EBASTDS C. BENEDICT, New- 
York City. 

Hon. WILLIAM A. HOWABD, Mich- 
igan. 

Bev. SIDNEY H. MABSH, Tualatin 
Plain, Oregon. 



Hon. GABBIEL FUBMAN, Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 
Bev. TBUMAN M. POST, D. D., St. 

Louis, Mo. 

Resident Members: 

JAMES W. HICKOK, Burlington. 
LEYEBETT B. ENGLESBY, 
JAMES E. BBINSMAID, 
DANIEL D. HOWABD, 
MINOB B. CATLIN, 
GAMALIEL B. SAWYEB, 
Bev. WILLIAM S. BALCH, Ludlow. 
Bev. J. ISHAM BLISS, Shelburne. 
JAMES MABSH BEAD, Colchester. 

It being announced that the Bev. Wil- 
liam H. Lord, of Montpelier, was unable 
by reason of a severe hoarseness to fulfil 
his appointment, and that the Bev. Fred- 
erick W. Shelton of Montpelier, in con- 
sequence of a severe affliction of his eyes, 
was also prevented from being present — and 
that from some unexplained cause the Hon. 
Daniel Needham was not able to attend 
this special meeting, it was, on motion, re- 
solved, that these gentlemen be requested 
to read their papers intended for this meet- 
ing at the special meeting of the Society 
to be holden at Brattleboro on the third 
Wednesday of July (17th), 1861. 

The following appointments to prepare 
papers to be read at i^ture meetings of the 
Society, were on motion unanimously made : 

Hon. George Wyllys Benedict, Bur- 
lington — The time and manner of the 
death, and the burial place, of Ethan Al- 
len. 

Benjamin H. Smalley, Esq., Swanton — 
The Life and Character of the late Hon 
Asa Aldis of St. Albans. 

Sir William E. Logan, F. B. S., LL.D., 
Montreal — ^The Geology of Northern Ver- 
mont and the Valley of Lake Champlain. 

J. Sullivan Adams, Esq., Burlington, 
was appointed an associate with his father, 
the Hon. Charles Adams, in the prepara- 
tion of a paper on the so-called »*Patriot 
War of 1836-7." 

Bev. Charles C. Parker, Waterbury — 
A memoir of the late Gov. Ezra Butler. 
of Waterbury. 
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^AMAtiBt B. SAwtiBB, Edq., Burlington, of Golden Hill," in the City of New-York, 

was, on motion of Hon. David Read, re- between British Soldiers and the "Sons of 

quested to deposit among the archives of Liberty," in January, 1770. The captor 

the Society, copies of memoirs heretofore was a young mechanic, whose only weapon 

prepared by him of the late Gov. Corne- of offence and defence was SLchaMe^, with 

Liijs P. Van ^ess, Capt. Horace B. Saw- which, however, he 

TER, U. S. N., and Capt. John Price. ,,j^.^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ j^^ „ 

Mr. Sawyer was also requested to prepare * ^ ^^^^ oppressor ow. 

a memoir of the late Hon. Bates Turner ^"^ appropriated his accoutrements, which 

of St. Albans. ^^ descendants retain to this day. 

James Marsh Bead, Colchester, was in- Donations were made to the Society and 

vited to prepare a paper on the Botany accepted, with acknowledgments, as follows: 

and Flora of Colchester Plains, compared By L. L. DorcnER, St. Albans: 200 

with sunilar productions of New Mexico, copies of a History of the Congregational 

On motion by Gen. D. W. C. Clarke, Church in St. Albans; 

it was ^y ^* W. C. Clarke, Burlington : 100 

«..m^.^., „..«. , copies White's memoir of Mathew Lyon 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Society are duo, „ S tt««.««>« itr.^ki^r, ^<? ir«««.^».4. . 

and are verj cordially tendered to Mr. Hknrt B. and Hager s Marbles of Vermont ; 

Dawson of Morrisania, N. Y., for the very able. By J. K GOODRICH, Burlmgton : 75 cop- 

eloquent and valuable paper read before us, last ies of Z. Thompson's address before the 

rf!SLi^rc^nr'nd1ri:,^o^rLt.K•. boston society of Natural History, on 

meiit« of facts connected with that great event in "The Natural History of Vermont." 

our history, renders it as valuable, as the vigor and EliaS Hall, Esq., of Rutland, submitted 

clearness of its narration renders it attractive; and „ j^i.«:i«i ««^ ^x ^c *u« j:«^^-^ ^4? - — 

that Mr. DAW80N be lequested by the KecoMing a detailed account of the discovcry of saw- 

Secretary to furnish a copy thereof for publication ing marble, which was read, and, on motion, 

with the transactions of the Society. thankfully received and put on file for fu- 

HmcRy Clark, Esq., of Poultney, for ture reference and use. 

the select committee on the subject, repor- The special committee appointed at the 

ted for Orator and Substitute, at the next last annual meeting to inquire into the 

annual meeting, in October, essential characteristics of the seal for the 

Bev. W. S. Baloh, Ludlow, Orator, State of Vermont and to present as far as 

Hon. Asa Owen Alms, St. Albans, Stib- may be a historical account of the origin 

stitute, of the device of the seal, and also a combi- 

These nominations were confirmed unan- nation ot the devices in an artistic form, 

imously. and also to report upon a suitable design 

Two brief but very interesting biograph- for a seal of the Society, asked through its 
teal sketches were read by the President, chairman, the Hon. George W. Benedict, 
ex-Gov. Hall, ofthe late Gov. John S. Hob- for liberty to report at the special meeting 
IN90N, and of the late Dr. Noadlau Swift, at Brattleboro, on the 17th July, 18ol, 
M. D., both formerly of Bennington, for which was duly granted, 
which the thanks of the Society were, on The Committee on Printing and Pub- 
motion, returned to the President, and a lishing heretofore charged with the duty 
copy of each solicited to be deposited in of reporting in regard to "compiling and 
the Archives of the Society. procuring the publication of a volume of 

Mr. Henry H. Dawson being present the addresses and transactions of the Soci- 

with an old revolutionary relic, wasreques- ety as soon as practicable" was, on motion, 

ted to give some account ot its history and earnestly requested to submit their report 

the incidents connected with its capture, at the special meeting in Brattleboro. 

Thereupon he produced a venerable musket. On motion of Thomas H.Canfield, Esq., 

of which he gave an interesting memoir, of Burlington, 

It b claimed, and on apparently indisputa- ^^^,^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ procsedings of thi. special 

ule evidence, as the "nrst trophy ot the meeting be published in an economical form and be 

Kevolution." It was taken in the **battle transmitted to aach member of this Society. 
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The Corresponding Secretary read a character of its exercises and in the oon- 
oommunicationfromDr.S.J.SLOAXjSurgeon siderable addition to its numbers during 
U. S. A, and Cor. Sec'y of the Historical this meeting, gratifying evidences of its 
Society of New Mexico, which was placed increasingvitality and usefulness. 
on file. HILAND HALL, President. 

At noon, the Society, on motion, ad- Attest George F. Houghton, 
journed sine die, having experienced, in the Recording Secretary, 
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 



OFTHX — 

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

October 16th, 1860. 



The twenty first Annual Meetbg of the Vermont Historical Society, 
was holden at the Historical Room in the State House, Montpelier, on Tues- 
day afternoon, October 16th, 1860, agreeably to previous notice. The 
meeting was called to order at 2 o'clock, by the Hon. Hiland Hall, Pre- 
sident of the Society, and after the minutes of the preceding meeting, holden 
at Brattleboro in July, 1860, had been read and approved, the following 
gentlemen were, on motion, elected resident members of the Society: 

H. F. Leavitt, MidMebury, Timothy P.Redfield, Mantvelier 

C. M. Bliss, Woodfotd, George W. Reed, T ' 

Laurel B. Armstrong, Dorset^ Joseph Poland, « 



J. E. Bankin, St. Albans, 
G. G. Benedict, Burlington^ 

D. Hillhouse Buel, " 
Henry B. Campbell, «* 
Joshua Yoimg, " 
Vernon P. Noyes, " 

W. H. H. Bineham, Stam; 
L. H. Delano, Hardtmck, 
Henry M. Bates, Northfiddy 
Frederick C. Bobbins, LudlaWf 
Harley J. Ballard, Paultney, 

E. A. Ejiight, Springfield, 
Dugald Stewart, Middlelmry, 
Abijah Keith, Montpdier, 
Charles Beed, «« 
Heman D. Hopkins, *' 
Charles W.Willard, « 



Samuel Wells, 
Edward H, Prentiss, *« 

Erastufi S, Camp, « 

E. P. Jewett, « 

Timothy J .Hubbard, « 

Timothy R. Merrill, 
Julius Y. Dewey, « 

George C. Shephard, «« 

Homer W. Heaton, «« 

Charles Bowen, «» 

Roderick Richardson « 
Nathan H. Hall, Grafton, 
Perley Starr, Whitingham, 
Abishai Stoddard, Townshend, 
E. W, Hooker, Fairhaten, 
John G. Hale, Poultney, 
Henry F. Jones, Waterbury^ 
John C. Richardson, Westmin$t$r. 
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The Pre^dent commnnioated to the Society a letter from Mr. S. R. 
Phillips, of Deerfield, Mass., presenting to the Society autographs of the 
following geHtlemen : Hon. John 0. Calhoun, (1844,) Hon. Franklin Pierce, 
Hon, Lewis Cass, (1854,) Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, Hon. Henry Wilson, (1855) 
Hon. Edward Everett, (1853,) Hon. William H. Seward, (1855,) 
Washington Irving, (1853). Also two letters from Euas Hall, 
Esq., of Rutland, Yt., relating first, to the route of the Old French Road 
from Crown Point to Charlestown No. 4 ; second to the erection of Monu- 
ments at Stony Spring in Shoreham,and other places on the route ; third, to 
the early manufacture of arms for the United States, by the writer at Mid- 
dlebury, Vt. Also abetter from Philip Battell, Esq., Secretary of the 
Middlebury Historical Society, with a copy of the Town History of Mid- 
dlebury, including a preliminary history of Addison County, written by 
the Hon. Samuel Swift, LL.D., of Middlebury, "which is presented to the 
Library of the Vermont Historical Society in obedience to a vote of the 
Middlebury Society, of which Judge Swift is President, as the first fruits 
of an effort to procure the preparation of histories of the Towns in Addison 
County, commenced in 1847." After a vote of thanks to Messrs. Phillips 
and Hall for their acceptable contributions, on motion by Henby Clabk, 
Esq., of Poultney, it was 

Reaolved, That the thanks of this Society be returned to the Middlebury Historical 
Society for the valuable donation of a copy of our History of Middlebury, including a 
"Statistical and Historical account of the County of Addison, Vermont," by the Hon. 
Samubl Swift, LL.D. whose work is not only a valuable addition to our local history, but 
has given great impetus to historical research in Vermont. 

lusolved. That great credit is due to the Middlebury Historical Society for being the 
first to inaugurate in Vermont a series of Town Histories." 

On motion the following gentlemen were appointed by the President 
a Conmittee to nominate officers of the Society for the year ensuing. 
Messrs. William H. Lord, Henry Clare and Thomas H. Canheld. 

The Committee appointed to examine the translation of a Jesuit Rela- 
tion by the Hon. Alexander H. Buel, of Detroit, Michigan, asked through 
the Hon. Daniel Kellogg for further time to complete their report, and, 
on motion, further time was granted, and the Committee were requested to 
make their report at the special meeting to be holden at Burlington on 
the fourth Wednesday of January, 1861. 

The Committee heretofore appointed to confer with Henry Stevens, 
Esq., in regard to the removal of the library and cabinet of the Society to 
the Historical Eoom, Montpelier, submitted the following report : 
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To the Bon. HUand HaU, President of the Vermont Historical Society : 

The undersigned, of the Committee appointed for the purposes indi- 
cated in the Tote appointing them, respectfully report to the Society through 
you : 

That on the 30th day of July, 1860, we called upon Henry Stevens, 
the former President of the Society, at his house in Burlington, and found 
among his books the following, which bore the name of your Society upon 
them, as having been presented to it, by sundry donors, apparently in the 
hand writing of the several donors : 

6 vols. Contributions of the Smithsonian Institute. 
10 do Colonial History of New York. 

4 do Documentary History of New York. 

1 do Schoolcraft's Indian Tribes. 

1 do Hough's Meteorology — Collection of N, Y. Historical So- 
ciety. 

1 do Election Sermons &c. 

There was also one set of Coast Surveys which we understood Mr. 
Stevens to admit to belong to the Society, subject to a certain claim in his 
favor, as hereinafter stated, but which bore no written evidence upon them 
as belonging to the Society. We understood Mr. Stevens to a(£nit also 
that there might be or were other books and pamphlets in his collection, 
to which the Society had a claim, but upon our request that he would 
point them out to us, professed an inability so to do, until he had first looked 
them all over, which he had not time to do. To your Committee it ap* 
peared that Mr. Stevens was not disposed to aid us in the least in our en* 
quiries. 

We proposed to take away and restore to the Society such of the books 
as bore unmistakable evidence of being the property of the Society, but 
Mr. Stevens reined to allow us to do so. Whereupon we made upon him, 
in behalf of the Society, a formal demand of the above named books and 
any other of the property of the Society. 

Mr. Stevens claims that, in keeping up the organization of the Society, 
in attending its meetings &c., &c., he has expended some three hundred 
dollars, and so claims to hold on to any property of the Society in his hands, 
as a means of reimbursement. 

Mr. Stevens has in his hands also several works and books, which he 
admits to have been received from the State, which he in like manner 
claims to retain, to secure certain unadjusted demands which he has against 
the State. 

Mr. Stevens was willing, or expressed himself as willing, to surrender 
to the Society the above named volumes, claimed by us, providing he could 
be paid his demand of three hundred dollars. This we did not feel author- 
ized to offer, nor would we recommend such an offer. 

Your committee made but a partial examination of Mr. Stevens' col- 
lection. He was not prepared to make any proposition as to a sale of the 
whole or any part of his collection, and we have no recommendation to 
submit in reference to the matter. And only add, that in our (pinion, no 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 

propeorty of tlie Society in t&e hands of Mr. Stevens will ever be [volunta- 
rily surrendered by him, and that there is no prospect of such an agree- 
ment in the respective climates of Mr. Stevens and the Society as to the 
value of his collection, as to render a purchase practicable. 

Daniel Roberts, ) 

D. W. 0. Clarke, [ Committee. 

D. P. Thompson, ) 

After a discussion of the foregoing report, in which the President, 
Charles Beed, Esq. and others participated, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Eeport of the ComUnittee appointed to confer with Henry Stevens, 
Esq., be referred to a committee of three with instructions to report to the meeting what 
measures are expedient to obtain from said Steyeks the books, archives and other prop- 
erty of the Society that may be in his possession. 

On motion, the President appointed as this Committee, Messrs. Daniel 
Ejellogg, Edward J. Phelps, and Timotut P. Redfield? 

Mr, Albert D. Hager, on behalf of Chauncey W. Conant, Esq., of 
Brandon, made a valuable donation of documents relating to the early his- 
tory of Vermont, for which the thanks of the Society were on motion cor- 
dially returned. 

Gov. Fairbanks laid before the Society a communication he had re- 
ceived in regard to the publication of Proclamations for Fast Day and 
Thanksgiving Day in other States, and suggested the expediency of col- 
lecting and preserving such matters in the library o^ this Society — a timely 
suggestion, which was referred to the especial attention and remembrance of 
tiie Librarian of the Society. 

Charles Beed, Esq., presented an mteresting communication &om the 
Hon. Norman Wiluams, of Woodstock, in regard to the origin and history 
of the State Seal, which was read and elicited remarks from Prof. George 
W. Benedict, Dr. John Wheeler, and Wm. C. Reed, and after a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Williams, and an order that it be kept on file for future 
use and reference, on motion by Rev. John Wheeler, D. D., it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inquire into the essential charao- 
aeteristics of the Seal for the State of Vermont, and to present as far as may be a histor- 
ical account of the origin of the devices of the Seal, and also a combination of the deyioes 
n an artistic form. 

Resolved, If said report shall be found acceptable to the Society, that measures be taken 
to secure the adoption of the Seal so approved by the Legislature of Vermont as the per- 
manent and authorized Seal of the Commonwealth. 

The President, on motion, nominated as the Committee on the foregoing 
resolution Bev. John Wheeler, D.D.,Hon. Norman Williams, and Charles 
Beed, Esq, Dr. Wheeler desired to be excused by reason of indisposition. 
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and Prof. Giobqe W, Bbnediot waseabstitutedon the Gommiiitoe io his 
place. 

The report of the Treasurer being called for, it was submitted by Hon. 
D. P. Thompson, Treasurer, and read, and, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion by the Hon. H. Cutts, 

R$»olvedf That the Biographical Sketoheg prepared for this annual meeting, be read at 
the special meeting at Burlington in January. 

A. D. Hageb, Esq., presented on behalf of Stltanus Ripley, Esq., 
of Montpelier, a musket for the Cabinet of the Society,and on his motion it 
was 

Hesohed, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to Sylvanus Bipley, Esq., of 
Montpelier, for the donation of a gun which he has presented to the Society, and which 
was taken at the surrender of Bnrgoyne at Saratoga, and that he be requested to fiimish as 
full an account of the taking of ti^e gun as possible. 

On motion by Hbnbt Clabk, Esq., the following gentlemen were 
elected corresponding members of the Society. 
Samuxl G. Drake, Boston. 
Almon D. Hodges, " 
Caleb D, Bbadlse, *< 
H. K. Walker, Nashville, Tenn. 
William C. Eable, Toledo, Ohio. 
Benjamin C. Tbtjs, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Joseph Kibdeb, Manchester, N. H. 

Mr. Canfield, for Committee on nomination of officers, presented a re- 
port, and the Society, proceeding to ballot, elected the gentlemen named in 
the report for officers of the Society for the year ensuing : 

HILAND HALL, North Bennington, President. 

Geobgb Pebkins Marsh, ^ 

Daniel Kellogg, > Vice Presidents. 

DanielPiercbT^ompson, ) 

Qeobgb F. Houghton, St. Albans, B>ecording Secretary. 
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Ohaslbs Beed, East Montpelier, Librarian and Cabinet Keeper. 
Charles Dewet, Montpelier, Treasurer, 

George Folsom, Brattleboro, Windham County, 
Calyin Pease, D. D., Burlington, Chittenden Co., 
William H. Lord, Montpelier, Washington Co., 
Hampden Cutis, Hartland, Windsor County, ^ Curators. 

Henry Clark, Poultney, Rutland County, f 

DnoALD Stewart, Middlebury, Addison County, I 
Pmnt H. White, Coventry, Orleans County, j 

The Rev. F. W. Shelton presented for. the acceptance of the Society, 
a manuscript letter and poem written by the Hon. William C. Bradley of 
Westminster, neatly framed, which, on motion, was thankfully received and 
the acknowledgments of the Society returned to the donor. 

It having been announced that the General Assembly by a Joint Res- 
olution had granted to the Society the use of the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives this evening, the Society adjourned to meet at the Representa^ 
tives' Hall at 7 o'clock P. M. to hear the annual address by the Rev. 
Joseph Torret, D. D., of the University of Vermont, and the Memoir of 
the late William Jarvis, by the Hon. Hampden Cutis of North Hartland. 



Hall of the House of Representatives, 

Tuesday evening, Oct. 16, 1860. 
Society was called to order by Hon. Hila'nd Hall, President, and after 
the announcement that the Biographical Sketches advertised to be read on 
the occasion were postponed to the Special Meeting in Burlington, on the 
Fourth Wednesday of January next, the annual address was delivered by 
Prof. Torrey, and the Memoir of Consul Jarvis was read by Mr. Cutts to a 
large and attentive audience. 

After the delivery of the address and memoir, it was on motion by 
Hon. Daniel Needham, 

Resolved f That the thanks of the Society be returned to Messrs. Torrey and Gntts for 
their able and instraotire addresses, and that they be earnestly invited to deposit a copy 
of each in the Archives of the Society for future reference and use. 

The Society then on motion adjourned to October 17, 1860, at 9 
o'clock A. M. 
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HisioBiCAL Boom, HoTXTs^sLix&i 
October 17th, 1860. 
The Society was called to order by the President at 9 o'clock A; M. 
Hon. Daniel Kellogg submitted the following report : 
To the Hon. HUand HaU, President of the VermoTit Historical Society : 

The undersigned Committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Committee appointed to confer with Henry Stevens, respectftiUy report that 
they are of opinion that the title of the Society to the books and documents 
mentioned in that report is dear ; that the lien claimed by Mr. Stevens 
thereon is not valid ; and that the right of the Society thereto can be and 
ought to be enforced. 

They therefore recommend to the Society that a suitable Committee be 
appointed, with instructions to take proper steps to assert the ri^ts of the 
Society in the premises, md to obtain {K)8session of the property in question 
as soon as may be. 

Montpelier, Oct. 16, 1860. 

Daniel Kellogo, ) 

E. J. Phelps, > Committee. 

T. P. Redfibld, \ 

On motion the report was accepted and Messrs. Tibiotuy P. Bedfisld, 
Edward J.Phslps and Charles Bebd, were appointed to take such measures 
as will fully carry out the recommendatiion of the Committees in their 
reports. 

The Presid^t in pursuance of a by-law appointed and announced the 

following standing Committees : 

Daniel P. Thompson, "j 

William H. Lord, > On Library and Cabinet. 

Albert D. Haqer, ) 

G^EORGE P. Marsh, ^ 

George Folsom, > On Printing and Publishing. 

Charles Beed, ) 

Daniel Kellogg, ^ 

Charles Bebd, > On Finance. 

Albert D. Hager, ) 
The Bev. W. H. Lord signified his intention, since the Historical 
Boom had been properly and tastefully fitted up and provided with cases 
for the reception of books, to place in the library of the Society a large 
number of valuable books, and among them a complete set of the "Explor- 
ations for a Bail Bead Boute from the Mississippi Biver to the Pacific," 
in ten vols. Quarto, printed in the best manner and profusely illustrated. 
J. SuLUVAN Adams, Esq., of Burlington, expressed his purpose to deposit in 
the Library of the Society, the four Annual Beports of the Secretary of the 
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Vennont Board of Education. For which the Society, on motion of Profi 
Bbnsdigt , returned its grateful acknowledgements. 

On motion,the Committee heretofore appointed to "compile and procure 
the publication of a volume of the Addresses and other Transactions of the 
Society as soon as practicable," was discharged from further duty, and the 
subject-matter of the resolution was committed to the Standing Committee 
on Printing and Publishing, with a request to report at the Special 
Meeting of the Society at Burlington. 

The Recording Secretary, after reading an extract from a letter received 
rom the Hon. George Folsom, LL.D., expressing his intention to procure a^ 
Us own expense a Seal for the use of the Historical Society,and signifying a 
wish that a suitable design be furnished by the Society, moved that the 
thanks of the Society be returned to Mr. Folsom for his generous oflfer, and 
that the matter of a device be referred to the Special Committee appointed 
to report on the subject of a State Seal, which motion prevailed, and the 
matter was so referred. 

An announcement was made by the Eecording Secretary that the Bev. 
Puny H. Whitb, of Coventry, had prepared a Catalogue of Publication^ 
relating to the History and Statistics of Vermont, or portions of it, which 
would be found more complete than any which had been published hithertoi 
and which Mr. White desired to contribute to the Society. On motion the 
matter was referred to the Standing Committee on Publishing and Printing, 
and the thanks of the Society returned to the donor. 
On motion by Hon. Daniel Kellogg, 

lUaolved, That twenty-five copies of the History of Montpelier be purchased of Hon* 
Daniel P. Thompson, the author, for the purposes of exchange with kindred Societies. 

This resolution was discussed by Messrs. Clarke, Adams, Lord, Bene- 
dict, Kellogg and others, by whom the zeal of Judge Thompson on behalf of 
the Society and his historical labors were warmly commended. 

The following gentlemen made donations to the Society in testimony 
of their anxiety to inaugurate a system of exchange and to encourage the 
author of the History of Montpelier in his laborious and successful under* 
taking : The Bev. W. H. Lord contributed $5 00, J. S. Adams, Esq., 
$5 00, Job Lyman, Esq., $b 00, Messrs. Charles Bowen and George W. 
W, Benedict $1 00 each. 

The President on behalf of Henry W. Dawson, Esq., of Morrisania 
N. Y., presented No.'s 17 to 40 of Dawson's Illustrated "Battles of the 
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United States by Sea and Land*' — an elaborate bistorioal work, for 
which the Society on motion, voted a return of thanks to the donor. 

The Hon. Laurel B. Armstrong, of Dorset, exhibited to the Society a 
carious relic, being the original parchment Commission belonging to Oom- 
MANDSR Pf ISTER, which was taken in the Battle of Bennington by Mr. Arm 
strong's grandfather, together with an old and remarkably beautiful map 
of Lake Ohamplain and Hudson Eiver, executed with a pen in sections and 
accompanying said commission — all neatly protected in an elaborately 
wrought silken case. 
On motion 

Reiolvedf That a oommittee be appointed to solicit in different parts of the State iub- 
soriptions for the pi^lioation of a volume of Transactions of the Vermont Historical Soci- 
ety, so soon as the Standing Committee on Publishing and Printing shall report en the sub- 
ject at the Special meeting in Burlington. 

The President appointed, as this Committee, the Bev. William H. 
Lord of Montpelier, the Hon. Broughton D. Harris of Brattleboro' and 
Thomas H. Canfibld, Esq. of Burlington. 

On motion 

Resolved, That in aid of the effort to secure the publication of a Yolume of Transactions 
of the Society at an early day, the Treasurer be requested to transmit a circular to all 
members who may be in arrears, and invite a speedy payment of all dues to the Society. 

On motion by Thomas H. Canfield, Esq., the following resident mem- 
bers were appointed a Committee of Arrangements for the Special Meeting 
of the Society to be holden at Burlington on the Fourth Wednesday of 
January, 1861. 

G. Gr. Benedict, 

Bey. D. Hillhousb Buel, 

G. F. Edmunds, 

SioN E. Howard, 

William Henry Hott, 

Eev, Calvin Pease, • 

Edward J. Phelps, 

E. Marvin Smallet, 

Levi Underwood. 

On motion 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in an economical form and 
be transmitted to each member of the Society. 

On motion adjourned. 

4ttest, Gborgb F. Houghton, Recording Secretary. 
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THE DISCOVERY AND OCCUPATION 

OF 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 



A paper read before the Vermont Historical Society, at its 21st 
Annual Session, at Mmitpelier, Oct, IQth, 1860, by 

REV. JOSEPH TORREY, D. D. 



Mr. President^ and GerUle^nen of the Society : — 

I make no apology, as probably you will 
require none, for taking for my subject the first discovery and occupation 
of Lake Champlain, an event carrying us back to the time when our State 
of Vermont in nearly its whole extent was first laid open to the eyes of 
Europeans, several years before the landing of our pilgrim fathers on Plym- 
outh rock. The event itself is an interesting one to contemplate , but it 
is still more so, as I think, when contemplated in the particular point of 
view under which I shall endeavor to present it, as one which in its conse- 
quences, immediate and more remote, had as much influence as any other 
single event that can be named, in giving that general direction to the tide 
of affairs in the first settlement of this country which resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the great republic of States now ruling the destinies of the 
Western world. 

A great deal depends on the time and way in which a thing is achieved ; 
sometimes more than upon the achievement itself. We have a striking 
illustration of this in the case now before us. Among the many nations 
who were more or less interested in the occupation and settlement of these 
newly discovered regions of tho West, France was the first to strike upon 
that precise point of the coast which furnished the only practicable entrance 
whereby the vast interior of the most important portion of the North Amer- 
ican continent, could be easily and rapidly explored. Accordingly we find, 
that as soon as this nation became awake to the importance of the discovery 
made by Cartier, that which was so practicable in Uie undertaking was soon 
actually accomplished. In fifty years from the time when those bold and 
active pioneers, the French Jesuit missionaries, began to penetrate into the 
basin of the upper lakes, not only the sources of the Mississippi, lying near 
those lakes, but also tho other principal branches of that mighty river, as 
yfejX as the n^ain cbanuel itself down to where it empties into the Gulf of 
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Mexico, were known either by report or by actual visitation.(l) Long 
before the end of the seventeenth century, French posts or missionary estab« 
lisbments, weak and thinly scattered indeed, but yet capable of becoming 
centres of powerful colonies, extended in a continuous line, from the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence to that of the Mississippi. 

It is not my intention to speak more particularly of what was accom* 
piished along on this line bj the French adventurers, or of the way in which 
it was accomplished, although the subject is one full of strange and romantic 
interest. Difficult it is indeed to leave it, without mentioning at least the 
names of those simple, and unpretending, but fearless men, who first planted 
themselves down in the wildest spots and among the wildest savages on the 
earth, unconscious founders of cities and States destined to belong to another 
race than their own, or who without guide or interpreter first beat the 
path or ploughed the waters, on which they were afterwards to be followed 
by swarming millions, — the names of Allouez, the first European that ever 
reached the Father of the Lakes, and who traced it, by the southern margin, 
to its very end(2) — Jolliet, who discovered the sources of the Mississippi(3) 
— Marquette, who, in company with the same Jolliet, and five Frenchmen, 
floated m a simple canoe, down the great river of the West to a spot below 
the entrance of the Arkansas, — and La[Salle, the most noble and enterprising 
and the most unfortunate of all these French pioneers, who having first set 
himself down as a trader at the Falls of Niagara, urged by a restless spirit 
of adventure, followed in the wake of Marquette, and completed his unfin- 
ished work by reaching the mouth of the Mississippi ; the man who, in at- 
tempting to found a colony at its mouth had his vessel wrecked on the shores 
of Texas, where he established the settlement which made Texas a French 
discovery, and " a part of Louisiana."(4) 

Such being the spirit of the early French adventurers, and such the 
things they accomplished in the West, the question naturally arises, why was 
it they did so little in this other directi&iiy through the valleys of Lake 
Champlain and the North River, in countries which lay quite as open as 
those Western regions, and which were far more convenient, more accessible, 
and on all accounts more desirable for the establishment of colonies, at least 
in the beginning, than any at the West ? 

The question becomes still more curious and interesting, when we con- 
sider who it was that discovered our lake : — that it was the same man who 
laid the foundation of French dominion in Canada — the father, as he has well 
been called, of New France ; the same man who planned and introduced 
the system for extending that dominion which led to the brilliant career of 
discovery in the West of which I have just been speaking ; a man who must 
have known that the valley of this lake was continuous with another which 
led by a large, navigable river to the seas of the South ; and that its oc- 
cupation would be the most important service which he could possibly ren- 

1. The Franciscan missionaries Le Caron, Viel and Sagard led the way, between th^ 
years 1615—25. 

2. About 1666. 

3. The name, as reported by AUouez, was Husipi, Bancroft, Hist. U. S. III. 151^ 

4. In 1685, 
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der to his country. Yet, although our lake bears the name of its original 
discoverer, and will doubtless perpetuate it to the latest generations — 
although it was claimed for more than a hundred years as being as much 
a French possession as any other on this continent, — although the French 
names first ^ven to its riveis, headlands, and islands, are still retained, 
and although French seignieuries, actually mapped out, granted and named 
after their respective proprietors, covered the borders of this lake, occupy- 
ing all the eligible spots on both sides of it as far to the South as Ticon- 
deroga, — ^yet who ever heard of the Frenchman who ventured to make his 
title valid by actual occupation, or of a single missionary or commercial 
post maintained even for any great length of time on any part of this lake 
now included within the United States ? 

It will be my object to explain this singular fact ; and I know of no 
better way of doing it than by giving the whole history of the transaction, 
by which the lake was discovered, and at the same time the French were 
shut out of it forever. • 

This noble sheet of inland water was first discovered to the civilized 
world by Samuel Ohamplain, in the year 1609, about three quarters of a 
century after the French had entered the St. Lawrence, Champlain, by 
his own account, was a man of some family distinction in his native country. 
He had seen service for two or three years as a naval officer in the West 
Indies, and his conduct having met with the approbation of the King, he 
wad living at court on a pension, when, hearing of a project to establish a 
colony of his countrymen in this part of the world, he inquired into the bu- 
siness and becoming interested in the object proposed, asked and obtained 
leave of the king to take an active part himself in the enterprise. On his 
first voyage in 1603, he sailed up the St. Lawrence as far as Cartier had 
gone, and still beyond. Nothing was accomplished at this time, when Cham- 
plain acted merely as a subordinate under the immediate direction of his su- 
.periors. Afterwards he was employed on an undertaking which required 
no common degree of skilly vigilance and intrepidity in order to its success- 
ful prosecution, that of exploring the most irregular and dangerous portion 
of the Eastern coast of America, the coast of Maine, then entirely unknown. 

In accomplishing this task the great qualities of Champlain, which so 
eminently fitted him for the still more important one in which he was soon 
to engage, were fully called forth. He proved himself to be bold and dar- 
ing in the highest degree ; a man who seemed rather to court than to 
avoid danger, yet never so eager for adventure as for a moment to peril 
his grand object. He was a close and curious observer of nature in all 
the new aspects which she presented in this fresh portion of her domain, 
as yet unmarred by the hand of man. He was the first of the French navi- 
gators who thought it worth while to inquire minutely into the character 
of the savage tribes of this country ; into their several modes of life and 
their relations to each other. His investigations on this subject seem to 
have proceeded not more from curiosity than from a foresight of the advan- 
tage which a thorough knowledge of the native tribes must give to the f bundi 
er of a new colony among them. 
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In Btadjing the oharaoter and condition of these tribes, it is sidd tdat 
Ohamplain was not governed altogether b j the selfish end of employing them 
merely as instruments to promote the French dominion on this continent. 
He felt an interest, from the beginning, in their social and religious improye- 
ment. He believed them to be susceptible of culture ; but he believed 
also that this culture could only come to them through Christianity. 

And thus much may fairly be allowed. Ghamplain had at heart 
the good of the Indian race. But we need not go farther and with a 
protestant writer of our own country, echoing the praises so lavishly be- 
stowed by Charlevoix, represent him as a man of ardent devotion and 
huTTdng zeal, one who esteemed " the salvation of a soul worth more than 
the conquest of an empire." This doubtless is an exaggeration ; and the 
sentiment last expressed, which has been often put into the mouth of Cham- 
plain, was probably never uttered by him in that particular form and sense.(5) 

There can be no question that what he really had in view was to secure 
a large territory on this continent for France, — a territory in fact reaching 
from the 40th to the 45th degree of latitude— embracing of course the whole 
of New England —a name, says Champlain ** which had been fanciftilly given 
to that territory by the English, though it is properly New France, having 
been actually in possession of the King of France by right of discovery and 
occupation, when claimed by King James."(6) How it belonged to France by 
right of occupation, except that the first French governors were called 
governors of New France, although their actual jurisdiction extended but a 
Very short distance south of the mouth of the St. Lawrence, he does not 
attempt to show. He speaks indeed of the monstrous arms and eyes of 
Englishmen which pretended to reach from the little spot they occupied on the 
coast of Virginia to the 45th degree of north latitude ; but is silent with 
regard to his own countrymen, whose eyes and arms must have been quite as 
long*reaching to take in the whole coast they claimed for New France as 
far at least as the 27th degree of south latitude. (7) But at any rate, this 
was the territory claimed for France by Champlain, and which he intended 
to make good for his country by actual colonization. Now this he thought 
might be done more effectually by operating from the interior, and by mak- 
ing the great river St. Lawrence the basis of operations, than by planting 
colonies on the coast, where colonies must be constantly exposed to be dis- 
turbed by English marauders. But the only way, plainly, in which such 
a plan could be carried out was by conciliating the Indian tribes in the 
interior so far as that could be done, and then, where that was no longer 

5. Champlain says (Voyages I. p. 9) *' La guerre [contre les infideles] est non seulement 
neoessaire, mais juste et saincte, en ce qu'il y va du salut de la ohrestiente, de la gloire do 
Dien, et de la defense de la Foi, et ces travaux sont de soi louablcs et tres recommandables, 
oatre le oommandement de Dieu, qui dit : Que la conversion d'un infidele vant mienx que 
la conqneste d'on royaame.'' Ces travaux, means labors to promote the oonyersion of infidel 
tribes. 

6. In 1607, the 4th year of his reign. Champlain's Voyages II. p. 359. 

7. The limits of New France embraced specifically, according to Bancroft, (Hist. U. S. 
III. 119), the whole basin of the St. Lawrence, and of snch other rivers in New France as 
flowed directly into the sea. It wonld be difficult to say what territory is meant by this 
last expression. But I state the claims of France as asserted by Champlain. Voyages, II. 
pp. 358^365. 
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practicable, by availing himself of their hostility to other tribes, to secure 
the actual occupation of the country inland, as far as the French claims ex- 
tended to the South. That this was his plan, there can not be a doubt. 
That the conversion of the natives, however sincerely it may have been 
wished as a thing desirable in itself, both by Champlain and the Catholic 
missionaries whom he employed, was to be made subservient to this plan, 
is too evident to need any further proof. 

But to come back from the man to the history of his actions, which 
after all will give us the best idea of his character and plans. Returning 
to France with the new stock of knowledge obtained by very thorough 
survey of the coast of Maine, he still remained decidedly of the opinion 
that no better place could be selected for a French settlement — none which 
on the whole offered more advantages, both to the settlers themselves and to 
France, than many which might be found on the river St. Lawrence. Hav- 
ing labored hard to produce the same conviction in the minds of his employ- 
ers, and having finally succeeded in bringing them over to his views, he 
came back in the April of 1G08, on a third voyage, the object of which was 
to make the beginning of a settlement somewhere in the basin of the St. 
Lawrence, and also to give a more thorough eicamination to the whole re- 
gion than had ever yet been done. 

For the beginning of the settlement, he selected a narrow strait in the 
river, called by the Indians Quebec : and here he remained for a whole 
year, not only for the purpose of laying the first foundations of a permanent 
settlement, which, after having selected the spot, he might have entrusted 
to others, but also for the purpose of instituting a series of experiments, 
under his own immediate inspection,to ascertain the character of the climate, 
and the peculiarity of the seasons as manifested through all the months 
of the year : for the great obstacle to be overcome, in attempting to found 
a colony on the spot where Cartier had passed that memorable winter, was 
the all but universal persuasion that the climate of those regions would 
prove too rigorous for the purposes of agriculture, and that no colony 
couldsubsisf there without depending on the mother country for bread, 
the main staff of life. Such was the original opinion respecting the agri- 
cultural capabilities of one of the most fertile regions of the earth's surface, 
of the territory drained by the mighty St. Lawrence, — a territory which 
has proved, in fact, to be so remarkably well adapted to the growth of all 
the cereal grains, that in view of it, the world may henceforth almost bid 
defiance to that most terrible of all calamities which has so often desolated 
it, a general famire. 

This prudent, sagacious, and truly practical man, having, by fair and 
full experiment, settled it beyond question that Canada was a country where 
Frenchmen could live, and with common industry, might expect to thrive, 
proceeded in the next place to the execution of a project he had been med- 
itating through the winter. As soon as the appearance of the blades of 
winter grain which he had been careful to sow in the preceding autumn, 
showed they had survived the frost, and that there was nothing to fear, he 
armed a small craft for a voyage up the river. 

3 
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The voyage, on the present occasion, was undertaken for a specific 
object, and not for general discovery. Ten months before, Champlain had 
been yisited by a yoong Indian from the powerfhl tribes that occapied 
the higher parte of the river, — men who cultivated maize and tobacco, and 
whose condition was considerably, m all respecte, superior to that of the mis- 
erable half-starved beings who were found living around Quebec. They 
were perhaps the same people whom Cartier had visited, more than seventy 
years before, at Hochelaga ; and whose flourishing fields of maize had at- 
tracted the attention of that earliest voyager. The young chief informed 
Champlain that his people were named Alg(mkins,(S) and formed part of a 
still greater and wide-extended family ; that they liv^in peace among them- 
selves, but were kept in constant disquiet and alarm by the attacks of anoth- 
er warlike but cruel and perfidious nation who occupied the country at the 
South, and were called lroquois,{^) These people, though their country 
lay many days* journey to the South, were easily enabled to invade the 
territory of the Algonkins, by their boats ; for there was an open commu- 
nication between them and the river of Canada. 

Champlain's object in his present excursion up the St. Lawrence was 
to have an interview with these Algonkins ; whether by invitation, or simply 
in consequence of the information he had received from a stray young In- 
dian, does not appear ; nor is it of any consequence to know. A hint to 
such a man was quite as good as th'^ most formal message. He was going 
to see who and what these Algonkins were ; what use he could make of 
them ; or — which would be likely to turn in the end to the same thing, — 
what advantage he could be of to them. 

This is the first instance, as I have no doubt, in which the two most 
important races or confederacies, which originally occupied the territory 
of the United States, are distinctly mentioned by name, at least at the 
same time and together. It is remarkable that the founder of French colo* 
nization in America should have been first brought in contact with them 
at the very point where their fierce and mutual hostility was now venting 
itself with implacable fury. As some account of these tribes is necessary to 
a clear understanding of what ensued, it will not be deemed a needless di« 
gression, I hope, if 1 take some moments, to state a few of the facte which 
have recently come to light, more especially by the investigations of Mr* 
Schoolcraft, respecting the history of these races, and their relation to each 
other. These facte are sufficiently curious of themselves, besides that they 
have a direct bearing on the subject before us. 

The original seate of the Algonkins, according to their traditions, and 
their history, so far as anything is known about it, were on the eastern side 
of this continent, and their migrations were of course towards the West. 
They were come up with, indeed, by Champlain on the north banks of the 
St. Lawrence, between Quebec and Three Rivers, consequently receding from 
the coast. But everywhere else, from Maine to Virginia, they were found 
by the first settlers of this country, occupying under various names the 

8. They are called by Champlain Algoumequms, 

9. Iroquois f acoording to Charleroiz, is a purely French name. He says the proper name 
of the people was Agonnonaionnif the hat-builders. Hist. gen. I. 421. Their country emj 
braced nearly the whole State of New York and extended to the Ohio rirer. Id. p. 420. 
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^ole oountry on the sea-coast. Thus the few scattered tribes of Indians 
found by the fathers of Now England when they landed at Plymouth, 
were of the Algonkin stock, as appears evident from their language. Of 
the same family were those met with by Hudson at the mouth of the North 
Biver, the year after Champlain fell across them on the St. Lawrence. 
»* William Penn located his patent among an ancient people " who seem to 
have spoken a kindred dialect to that of the Algonkms. The colony of 
Lord Baltimore in Maryland was planted among tribes which differed in 
no essential respects from those to the North of them ; and the first ships 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, as well as his later colony, found Virginia occupied 
by a race of Indians, who were afterwards known and described as Al- 
gonkins. 

To return to the French at the North : the same race of people were 
found by the Jesuits, at quickly successive periods, occupying the country 
along the Ottawa river, and living around the basins of Lakes Superior, 
Huron, Michigan, and apart of Erie. From these basins they had expelled 
another earlier race, who are supposed to have been the nations that worked 
the ancient copper mines on Lake Superior. The French missionaries traced 
the same people "down the Illinois and the Wabash, and by the ancient sites 
of Vincennes and Cahokia, quite to the mouth of the Ohio." Here they 
joined upon the. Algonkins of Virginia, who have already been mentioned, 
♦* Half the area of the present Union was thus covered by this people.' 

" Into this great circle of the Algonquins," I now quote directly from 
Schoolcraft, " a group of tribes speaking a diverse language, called the 
Five Natio/is, and then the Six Nations, and by the French the Iroquois, 
had intruded themselves, before the landing of the Dutch under Hudson, 
or of the English at Plymouth. They appear from Golden to have been 
originally inferior to the Algonquins in forest arts, and wars ; but possessing 
the fertile area of Western New York, and being to a large extent, cultiva- 
tors of the Zea maize, they appear at the date of the colonies, to have been 
in the course of increase. This was greatly facilitated and determined 
by dropping their internal feuds, and forming a general confederacy." 

The original seats of these associated tribes seem to have been to the 
west of the Mississippi ; and if so, it is easy to conjecture how severe 
must have been the contests by which they had succeeded to establish 
themselves in a district of country surrounded on all sides by their enemies. 
Indeed, these contests have not ended even now ; lor according to Sir 
John Kichardsou the same tribes are still defying and fighting each other in 
the country between the Saskatchewan and the Missouri, notwithstanding 
the persevering efforts of the Hudson's Bay Company and the officers of 
the American outposts to suppress their quarrels. Deadly feuds, he says, 
exist between the Blackfeet Algonkins, and the Dakotah tribes of the North, 
and fatal conflicts very recently took place between the Chippeways, who 
are Algonkins, and the Sioux who are Dakotahs, an Iroquois nation. So 
inextinguishable is the hostility between those two races, once the sole 
possessors of the whole North. 

The meeting of Champlain with the Algonkins took place not far firom 
Jhree Biyers, where he found tl^em already on their way to visit him at 
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Quebec, for the purpose, he says, o( offering him thar assistance in dmmi' 
ering the country of the Irot^ uois. 

They said they had kft their women and ckildrea behind, that every 
man of them was a Wiirrior, well acquainted with every stream and 
dehle in the land of their enemies ; but thtiy would never go there with 
him if he was going for trade or for any other purpose than war. 
Such being the temper of hiB gnidesti Cham plain seemed to have no other 
alternative left him, hut to accept of tlie conditions thoy proposed , or aban- 
don an Important discovery, of the whole honor of which, he might sooo be 
deprived by some less scrupulous indivlduah In an evil hour for hina and 
for the French, he consented to arm a chaloupe and proceed on his voyage 
of discovery at the head of a hostile band of Indians. 

It has taken me some time to arrive at this spot, but I hope that no 
more has been taken than was necessary to prepare the way for a satisfac- 
tory explanation of the problem before us. 

Let us now proceed to see the Sieur Champlain safely embarked on 
board his chaloupe with a crew of well-armed Frenchmen, and escorted 
by a sufficient number of Indians, in their birch canoes, to a point of the 
great river of Canada but too well known to them, and which they called 
the outlet to the river of the Iroquois.(lO) They arrived at this spot near 
the end of June, and Champlain, after spending a few days in hunting and 
fishing, during which many of the Indians deserted him and returned to 
their homes, proceeded alone up the river as far as the beautiful basin of 
ChaTibly. Here for the first time he expresses the elated feelings of a new 
discoverer. ** No Christians," he exclaims, '* but ourselves, had ever yet 
reached this spot." His discriminating eye noticed all the attractive pecu- 
liarities of this pleasant region — the fine expanse of the river, not less than 
three leagues in circuit, — the picturesque islands, of which he counted ten in 
his sail up from the St. Lawrence — the open prairie on one side, and stately 
forests of oak and hickory on the other — the foaming rapids, dashing amid 
rocks, naked, or tufted with evergreens, liut these latter seemed to pre- 
sent an insurmountable barrier to all further progress. How were they to 
get over it with the chaloupe ? Champlain had been informed that the 
passage to the lake was unobstructed — ^plain, open sailing all the way. The 
Indians could not have intended to deceive him — there must be a passage 
somewhere. He took five of his men and made a careful survey of the 
whole ground, not returning till he had thoroughly satisfied himself of the 
impossibility of getting any further with the craft which, with much care, 
he had fitted up expressly for this expedition. Unwilling, however, to aban- 
don an enterprise on which his heart was set, and to return without a sight 
of that great lake and its beautiful islands, of which the natives had so 
much boasted to him, he resolved that he would offer to accompany the 
Indians, in their own canoes, with two of his party, the only ones who were 
willing to undertake so perilous a service, if his allies could be persuaded 
to venture on the expedition with so small a force. The offer was gladly 

10. 80 eaUed, says Charlevoiz, because by it these Indians came down to make their 
Grays on the colonies. Hist. gen. I. 223. 
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accepted. Canoes, arms and baggage were speedily transported to the other 
side of the rapids, which presented but a slight obstacle to Indian naviga- 
tion. Here a muster was made of the whole party, when they found their 
force to consist of 24 canoes and 60 Indians, besides the Frenchmen. 

They set out from the rapids of Chambly on the 2d of July and arriv- 
ed at the entrance of the lake on the evening of the next day. I always 
felt a curiosity, and I have no doubt you share the same, to know what 
the impressions were which these scenes, so familiar to our eyes, but which 
we never tire of beholding, made on him who was conscious of being the 
first to look upon them with an appreciating eye ; to imagine how he must 
have felt as they opened before him, one after another, in all the freshness 
of nature, and with the added charm of perfect novelty. And here I may 
as well remark, that the little fleet of canoes, with which Champlain explor- 
ed these M^aters, were 29 days in passing up from the falls of Chambly to 
Ticonderoga. 

As the distance is less than one hundred miles, the average rate of 
progress must have been but little more than three miles a day. The In- 
dians, who in this expedition had every thing their own way, acted with a 
caution which showed how sensible they were of being in an enemy's coun- 
try. It was their habit, gays Champlain, in making their encampment at 
night, to ascend a considerable distance up the rivers, and never to stop 
at night on the lake shore.(ll) The noticing of this fact enables us to de- 
termine with some degree of certainty their several stopping places on the 
voyage ; since they would not be likely to pass by the mouth of any con- 
siderable river lying directly on their route. If they kept to the west side 
of the lake, as they would most probably do, as far at least as to the mouth 
of the Ausable, they would by stopping at night at all the rivers, reach 
the Ausable in about 5 or 6 days from the time of entering the lake, say 
about 8 days from Chambly. They were 2 days, as Champlain states, 
in getting from Chambly to the entrance of the lake. Proceec&ng at about 
the same rate, they would be another day in getting to the mouth of the 
Chazy ; on the 4th, they might choose to proceed no farther than the little 
Chazy. On the 5th they might reach the small creek near point Au Koche, 
opposite the south end of the Isle LaMott. On the 6th, they would be 
likely to stop in one of the lagoons north of Cumberland head ; on the 7th 
at the mouth of the Saranac ; on the 8th they might either stop at the 
Salmon river, opposite the north end of Valcour island, or possibly pro- 
ceed farther on to the little or to the greater Ausable. And here I think, 
would most naturally be the end of their coasting voyages on the Western 
border of the Lake, as they were now approaching a position, where from 
the other side it would be possible for them to get a sight of those landmarks 
by which they could point out to the stranger their ultimate destination, 
and moreover there was no river on the Western side so near as the Win- 
ooski on this side, which could afford them the security which they thought 

11. This is a mistake. Champlain only says that the rivers vtere all deserted, which led 
me to infer that they would naturally be chosen for places of encampment by the invaders. 
Besides, it was on the river banks, and not on the lake shore, he saw the chesnut trees^ 
Seyeral groves of such trees still esist not far from the banks of the Winooski river. 
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necessary for anight encampment. But to me it seems most probable they 
crossed over from Cumberland Head to Grand Isle and coasting along the 
western shore of the Island, crossed from its southern end to the Winooski, 
and so proceeded onward to the south, on the east side of the lake. 

During a few of the last days, the boats ventured out only by night, 
and the days were spent on land. We are not informed bow much time 
they took in returning — probably not much less. Nearly two months, there- 
fore, of the finest part of summer were spent by Champlain on the shores 
and waters of this lake, which gave him ample opportunity to look about 
him, and observe all that was characteristic, or otherwise worthy of notice. 

The first thing which seems to have struck him was the solitude, the 
utter loneliness that reigned everywhere around. Not a human being was 
to be seen, though many places were observed which showed evidence of 
having once been the favorite haunts of Indians. All had retreated into the 
deep secluded valleys, places less exposed than these inviting spots, to the 
unwarned attacks of a stealthy foe. The first low islands were covered with 
wood, and abounded in game. (12) The river by which they entered the lake, 
as well as the other streams flowing into it were held in undisturbed pos- 
session by multitudes of the beaver. As Champlain advanced to the 
South, the larger islands attracted his notice, — 10, 12, 15 leagues in length, 
according to his computation. They bore marks of having been formerly 
inhabited, but were now utterly deserted. He took special pains to explore 
the mouths of the rivers flowing from the main land, as the boats coasted 
along the shore, and to examine the variety of trees in the primeval forests 
growing on their banks. Most of these he found to bo not different from 
the kinds he was familiar with in France ; but he was astonished at the size 
of many of them and the luxuriant vigor of their growth. The vines, 
especially, exceeded anything he had ever seen before. On some spots 
near the rivers he found the chestnut growing in abundance, and these 
were the only instances in which he ever met with it in New France. This 
careful observer did not fail to inform himself of the productions of the 
waters as well as of the land. One^ of the most singular of these, the gar- 
pike, a fish rarely found elsewhere, attracted his particular attention, 
and he describes it accurately. The IndiaMS, he informs us, called it Cha- 
ousaroUi and had many stories to tell about it. 

As they advanced onward to the south, still keeping to the western 
shore, high mountains rose to view in the east, their summits covered with 
snow. (13) These, no doubt, were the Mansfield and the Camel's Hump. 
Why they should be covered with snow in the month of July, is more than 
I can explain ; but they might as well be so covered as any other moun- 
tains that can be seen from this lake. We sometimes see them snow- 
capped here in the middle of June. Champlain inquired of the Indians, 

12. He mention, three species or varieties of deer, found on the Islands — oerfs. daims, 
chevreuls (chevreuils) ; probably the moose, the caribou, and the common deer. 

13. "Continuant notre route dans ce laodu cote de rOccident, considerant le payi, je vois, 
du cote de TOrient (on Eastern side,) de fort hautes montagnes, ou sur le sommet y arait 
de la nege.'' Charlevoix says th« mountains seen on the New York side were capped with 
snow. But this is evidently a mistake, for Champl^ sa^s of tl^ese latter, that, although 
as high {^ th^ others, the^ had no snow on them. 
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whether the parts about those mountains were inhabited. He was told that 
they were so ; that the Tallies and champaign country in all that region 
were extremely fertile and yielded abundance of corn and other fruits ; 
and that the lake approached to within a short distance of them. What 
this means, X do not know, except the Indians intended to say, those inte- 
rior vallies could be reached from the lake by rivers navigable for canoes. 

Most likely they now crossed over, as I have said, to this eastern side 
of the lake, which would give them a better command of the region they 
were bound to. Other mountains were soon discovered, far to the south, 
not inferior in point of size to those they had already seen, but without 
snow on their summits. These were the highlands of New York, and the 
Indians informed Champlain, that the mountains now in sight stood in 
the country of their enemies. But to reach the latter in their homes, it would 
be necessary to pass by a narrow river, and rapids, to another lake ; 
beyond which was a level path to the great river where they lived ; and 
by this river a canoe might pass down to the sea in a few days. Thus the 
whole valley as far as the ocean was accurately mapped out and described. 

The boats now proceeded more cautiously. All the travelling was 
performed in the night-time, and the day taken up for rest. At length, 
in 6ne of these night voyages, they met also on the lake, a large party of 
the enemy. The two parties recognized each other with a simultaneous 
shout of defiance ; but they agreed to put off the contest till morning. What 
ensued might be told in very few words. But there is a strange interest 
in hearing a man recount the great mistake of his life in utter unconscious- ' 
ness, and as if it were rather an exploit to be proud of, than a matter 
of endless though unavailing regrets. For this reason Champlain may as 
well be allowed to tell his own story. " The moment we landed," says he, 
« our Indians began to run about 200 paces towards their enemies, who stood 
firm and had not yet perceived my two companions who went into the bush 
with some savages. Ours commenced calling me in a loud voice, and making 
way for me opened in two, and placed me at their head, marching 20 
paces in advance till I was within 80 paces of the enemy. The moment 
they saw me, they halted, gazing at me and I at them. When I saw them 
preparing to shoot at us, I raised my arquebus, and aiming directly at one 
of the three chiefs, two of them fell to the ground by this shot, and one of 
their companions received a wound of which he died afterwards. I had 
put 4 balls in my arquebus. Ours, on witnessing a shot so favorable for 
them, set up such tremendous shouts that thunder could not have been heard ; 
and yet there was no lack of arrows on one side and the other. The Iro 
quois were greatly astonished seeing two men killed so instantaneously^ 
notwithstanding they were provided with arrow-proof armor, woven of 
cotton-thread and wood. Whilst I was re-loading one of my companions 
in the bush fired a shot, which so astonished them anew, " seeing their chiefs 
slain, that they lost courage, took to flight and abandoned the field and 
their fort, hiding themselves in the depths of the forest." 
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" The place where this battle was fought," he adds, " was 43 degrees 
some minutes, latitude, and I called it Lake Champlain." The place was on 
the west side of the lake, and not far distant from Ticonderoga.(14) 

By this fatal rencounter, Champlain procured for his savage allies a 
cheap and easy yictory over their enemies, but in so doing he laid the found- 
ation of a deep and irreconcilable hatred to the French name in the hearts 
of a tribe of Indians, whose Tieutrality even would have been of more 
importance to the French interests than ike friendship of all others. 

In the same summer, the Dutch under Henry Hudson, having discov- 
ered the entrance to the North river, proceeded as far in exploring the 
great valley in the direction of the North, as Champlain had done to the 
South. From the Dutch, the Indians of the Five nations soon learned the 
use of those weapons, the deadly effect of which they had first experienced 
from the French, and the enmity which they felt to the Northern foreigners 
bound them in a friendship which was never interrupted to those at the 
South. But long before this they had recovered their wonted confidence. 
In 1610, a party of Iroquois warriors had the boldness to pass through this 
lake and fortify themselves on Sorel river. They were attacked by the 
French and Indians under Champlain, but were not dislodged until after 
a severe struggle, in which the commander himself was seriously wounded. 

Convinced of the impossibility of securing his valuable discovery of 
this lake to the French by any force which he could conunand at the pre- 
sent time, .Champlain turned his attention to other objects. The most im- 
portant was to establish the French power strongly on the St. Lawrenee as 
a necessary basis for future operations. All the energies of this indefatiga- 
ble man were henceforth primarily directed to this object, to accomplish 
which a dozen voyages to and fro across the Atlantic seemed to him a light 
affair, scarcely worth mentioning. His plan was two-fold, first to form 
a commercial company of such a character as would inspire confidence and 
invite to extensive emigration, then to secure the alliance and friendship of 
all the Indian tribes by the establishment among them of missions. After 
contending with great difficulties, on both sides the water, he finally succeed 
ed, in the year 1627, in organizing a colony on this new plan. The compa- 
ny was called theHundred Associates, and had at its head the celebra- 
ted Cardinal Richelieu. The rules of this company constitute the funda- 
mental law of French Canada. The limits of their charter embraced 
specifically the whole basin of the St. Lawrence and much country besides. 
One of the most remarkable articles of the charter provided for the estab- 
lishment of missions, and another recognized every convert among the na- 
tives as an enfranchized citizen of France. (15) 

14. Thompson (Hist, of Vermont) thinks the engagement took place "on the shores of 
Lake George." Champlain says that he saw the falls of the river which empties the waters 
of that lake, but not the lake itself, lie says : " Le lieu ou se fit cette charge est par les 
quarante-troia degrez et quelque minutes de latitude — ^and then adds — et je nommai le lac 
(ifl Chumplain.'' It was then and on this spot he gave his own name to the Lake. 

lo- Loa sauTages qui seroient amenes a la connoissance de la foi, et en feroient profes- 
II on, seroient censes, et reputes Naturels Francais. Charleyoix, I. 255, quoting thedeola- 
rMtion of the King. 
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The first missioDaries selected bj Champlain, were Becollets, begging 
monks of the Franciscan order, iheee meek men were soon exchanged 
(in 1632) for Jesuits — ^less contemplative, but for the most part better edu- 
cated as well as more bold and enterprising, — sworn to poverty and absolute 
obedience ; — ecclesiastical soldiers who deemed it no less a point of honor 
than duty to take any post assigned them and die at it if it should be ne- 
cessary. 

These were the soldiers employed henceforth by Champlain. Of their 
triumphant progress through the Algonkin and Huron tribes of the Upper 
Lakes and thence down the Mississippi to the gulf of Mexico, I have already 
^K^en. 

This new species of force was now to be sent also among the IrQquoi» 
tribes. No pains were to be spared in endeavoring to conciliate and gain 
oyer by christian influences a people whose hostility had been imprudently 
aroused by a useless act of violence. It so happened that the first mission- 
ary among them was a captive, Isaac Jogues, one of the most distinguished 
martyrs in the early annals of the Canadian Jesuits. Taken by a band of 
Mohawks while on his way from the Huron missions to Quebec, with a 
larse number of others, he alone was allowed to live. As he was brought 
off by his Indian captor through the forests of the Mohawk valley, it is 
said he wrote the name of Jesus on the bark of trees, graved the cross, 
and entered into possession of these countries in the name of God. The- 
dedication was acknowledged and accepted, though doubtless in a different 
sense from that which the French Jesuit had chiefly in his mind. This 
missionary was generously ransomed by the Dutch and sent home to France,, 
from whence he soon returned again to the scenes of his former labors. 

More direct attempts were now made to establish Jesuit missions in- 
the country belonging to the Five nations. Father Jogues, who durmg his 
captivity among &e Mohawks had acquired some knowledge of their lan- 
guage, was selected as the person best qualified to make the first experiment. 
**jKo et non redibo :" I go, but I shall never return, were the words with 
which he accepted the perilous commission ; and they were sadly verified. 
Scarcely had he entered the first villages, when he was seized as a prisoner 
and condemned by a council of the Mohawks. Neither his knowledge of 
their language nor his peaceful errand availed him anything. He must 
enter the fatal lodge, and be struck down with a single blow of the 
hatchet. He was accused of being a wizard. It was enough that he 
was a Frenchman. 

The Jesuits were not discouraged by this nor by other more terrible 
experiences. They now endeavored to gain admission among the Five 
Nations at other points, still farther to the West. In these attempts 
Aey were partially successful. At one time, nearly all the Western tribes 
of ihe Iroquois were on the point of receiving Christianity at the hands of 
these missionaries ; and the influence of France seemed about to be planted 
in the finest vallies of central New York. But the fierce unrelenting 
Mohawks interfered. The savage nature could not forget revenge, nor cease 
to associate Frenchmen with Algonkins. In 1659 the French were expelled 
by the confederated tribes from all their districts. 
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This step was followed up by odiers of a more bold and aggressive 
character. Indian war parties often traversed this lake, attacked the scat- 
tered settlements on the St. Lawrence, and even ventured to show them- 
selves under the walls of Quebec. The French colony itself was threatened 
with extermination, and the Hundred Associates, despairing of being able 
to protect themselves against such constant inroads which every year grew 
more alarming, surrendered their charter into the hands of the king. The 
Jesuits made a direct appeal to the Royal power for protection against the 
Iroquois. An importation of fresh troops from the disciplined armies of 
France, military governors and a change from the policy of Champlain, re- 
stored matters for the present, and kept the Indians in awe. It really 
seemed now as if something might be done towards taking actual pos- 
session of this lake, with all the Northern and Western part of New York, 
which had always been claimed as a part of the territory of New France. 
But just at this time, the settlements of the Dutch, or New Netherlands, 
as it was called, fell into the hands of the English. There were now but 
two great colonies struggling for predominance on this Northern continent, 
the French Catholics at the North and West, and the English Protestants 
at the East and South. Between them in this quarter, though acting as 
a check upon the former, while they simply maintained their independence 
towards the latter, was the still powerful and important confederacy of the 
Five Nations. It was evident that whichever side could win them, must 
eventually have possession of this lake together with all its natural depend- 
encies. The question long remained undecided. The four nations in West- 
ern New York, who were more or less under the influence of the Jesuit 
missionaries, were inclined to favor the French. But the Mohawks still re- 
garded their old enemies with the same inveterate hostility. The advice of 
the Mohawks and of the Senecas, the westernmost of the Five Nations, 
overruled that of the others. It was well it did so. For the policy of the 
French now took that decided direction which it retained for the next twenty- 
five years. That policy was to break down the spirit of the insolent 
Iroquois, as they expressed it, and thus render them tractable. To effect 
this the whole power of France in the North, the royal troops, the colonists 
and every Indian tribe under their influence was to be concentrated. The 
Duke of York, obsequious tool to a Catholic monarch, directed the governor 
of his province not to interfere with the French designs. It would carry 
me far beyond my bounds to attempt even a sketch of the events affecting 
the destiny of this valley which now followed each other in rapid succession : 
the attack made on the Five Nations by the combined French and Indians 
from the West, twice repeated, both times repulsed : the attack and capture 
of Montreal by 1,200 Iroquois ; the panic and consternation occasioned by 
this bold movement among the Western Indians, who were on the point of 
deserting their old ally : the restoration of confidence by the energy of 
Frontenao, the most skilful and active of French governors : his plan to take 
possession of the entire valley of Champlain and North river by a com- 
bined and simultaneous invasion from both its extremes : the three 
fprays through this part of the valley which resulted in the destruction of 
Deerfield, the massacre at Schenectady and the burning of the Mohawk 
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•castles ; finally, the invasion led on by Frontenac himself; suddenly termin- 
ated, at the moment when it appeared evident to all that bat one more 
blow was needed to secure the object of so many desperate struggles, by 
those words of the weary old commander, " It was time for him to repose." 

Thus ended the long contest between the French and the Indians for the 
possession of this valley. The struggle now passed into other hands. It 
became a contest between the colonies ; a struggle not for the possession of 
a particular territory, but for the entire Northern continent. But I must 
leave the subject at this point. And here it may be properly left. Lake 
Ghamplain, it is true, was at the time of which I am speaking still a wilder- 
' ness. Notwithstanding that more than a hundred years had now elapsed 
since it was first discovered, its shores and islands remained as solitary as 
on the day they were first seen by civilized men. And it was to be more 
than half a century longer before the hardy race of settlers were to make 
their appearance, who dared to occupy the ground, and establish their titles 
to it by holding on. But it was kept in reserve for them. The question, 
so long a doubtful one, whether institutions of the time of Louis XIV, 
and stiff farther back — ^whether French seigneuries, a religion of the middle 
ages, and a people under priestly rule ; in a word, whether a social state 
-essentially the same with that of early French Canada should be extended 
or not through the length and breadth of this valley, has been put to rest. 
Wherever else over this wide continent such manners and institutions might 
be planted to be handed down to imtold generations, they were to get no foot- 
hold here. Provision was thus made long beforehand for securing unity to 
the people of New England. 

Wonderful indeed are the ways of Providence ; but where more strik 
ingly so than in the ordering of that whole course of events which in due 
time distributed over the whole of this undivided country a people capable of 
self-government. I have somewhere lately seen it remarked, as a political 
maxim gathered from the history of modern times, that governments are 
founded or established by the sublime will of individual great men. No 
such maxim could be gathered from any part of the early history of our 
country at least. But we are taught by it, as plainly as any teaching can 
be conveyed by experience, a very different lesson. For when we contem- 
plate the singular combination of causes, operating widely apart and in a 
manner quite independent of each other, whose results could not possibly be 
foretold or calculated by human sagacity, but which all harmoniously con- 
«pired to promote one great and common end, we cannot resist the con- 
clusion that the establishment of christian civility and freedom on so large 
^ basis in these ends ef the earth, was one of those events in which the 
hand of God was visibly displayed, as our fathers with deepest conviction 
humbly acknowledged. As long as this conviction abides in the hearts 
of the people, we are safe. When it is gone, we may then allow that noth- 
ing is left us to build on but that other maxim, that the stability of the State 
must repose on the sublime will of an individual. 
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On page 3, for George 0. Shepburd^ reM George C. Shepard, and for Henry F. Jones^ 
read Henry F. Janes. 
Page 4, for copy of our History, read copy of the History. 

Page 6, 12th line from the bottom read Charles Reed, Esq., instead of Wm. C, Reed. 
Page 8, on the top line read Montpelieri instead of East Montpelier. 
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